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Editors Note 
Greetings Friends 
  
Welcome to the first Shutterbug of 2015.  
I am your newly appointed PRO and Editor of the Shutterbug. 
In an effort to improve our newsletter, I have implemented a few changes which I 
trust you will find interesting. 
This edition does not include a feature article but has some valuable information 
to assist your photography.  
I urge all those who have ideas, suggestions or useful  articles or information  to 
forward them to me. 
Thank you to those who have contributed, as these contributions are essential to 
the success of this newsletter 
Special thanks to Dahleen for your assistance with is edition. 
Wishing you lots of fun and success with your Low Angle photos! 
 
Nerissa 



Chairmans Report 
Dear members 

  

We have had a great start to our year and enjoyed an exciting photoshoot with 
Jacques, watching the ringing of a juvenile Crowned Eagle. Members were also 

fortunate to attend a lightroom workshop held by Joe Houghton. We all agreed that 
it was an interesting, informative and valuable session and my grateful thanks to Joe 

who has since joined our club as a ‘country’  member. Joe is our first international 
member and I would like to extend a very warm welcome to him. I look forward to 
seeing Joe’s entries at club nights, as well as welcoming him back to South Africa on 

his next visit. 

  

Many thanks to Anette, Keith and Henry for their valuable contribution to our 
photographic society last year. We will miss you. Fortunately Henry has agreed to 

assist where necessary and to stand in for Tom during his absence.  Thanks Henry! A 
warm welcome to our new committee members, namely Daryl and Ari who are both 

always so helpful at club evenings.  

  

Our new website is almost complete. I have had a preview and am convinced that 
you will all love our new website. We have used the expertise of a professional 

webmaster (thanks Daryl for organising this), as your committee is of the opinion 
that this is the way to move forward. We will be including a member’s forum and 

will encourage members to interact and participate. 

  

We are not sure at this stage where our next club meeting will be held, due to repair 
work being done at the museum, but we will keep you informed. Please note that 

the March set subject will be ‘low angle’ (in colour) and that entries must be 
submitted by Sunday 1st March 2015. 

  

Until then, happy snapping. 

  

Kathy (PSSA) 

CHAIRMAN 
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Meet Our Members 
                           Dave Mullin….. A Photo Journey 
 Before retirement, there wasn't much time to more than just scratch the surface of 

some of life's exciting adventures, some of which included sailing, scuba diving, 
paragliding, cycling and building and flying radio control aircraft. These I resolved 
would be what would keep me busy once my 9-5 days were over. How wrong could I 
have been! 

I knew Kathy Kay from cycling days and 
coincidentally we met up at a weekend 
photography course at Riverbend in 2009, run 
by Roger de la Harpe. Kathy mentioned having 
joined the Hibiscus camera club, and in early 
2010, the invitation from Kathy to "join our 
little club" changed everything. Five months 
later I was club Treasurer, newsletter writer 
and photo shoot co-organiser. Such was the 
appeal and attraction to photography that Joy 
and I decided to dive in boots and all, Joy 
became Secretary. 

But first I need to retrace some 30 years, to 
where the story actually started. As a 
youngster whilst at high school I learned a 
little about cameras, B&W film and darkroom 
processing. Joy made the perfect darkroom 
assistant and it was at that time that our 
relationship both 'developed and became 
fixed'. I even joined PSSA and submitted 
laboriously produced mono prints,  
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but sadly the judges of the day were just as tough as they are today, didn't see much 
merit in my efforts and I never did get any print acceptances! Soon the pressures of a 
working life and new family additions redirected my attention and my photography 
pretty much hibernated until the de la Harpe course and Kathy's invitation. 
Camera club (as it was known then) was just what was needed to immerse oneself 
totally to really appreciate, learn, apply and grow. I became quite obsessive about 
entering the full quota of images every month, even whilst travelling overseas. We 
soaked up courses by local professionals, did workshops and even online learning. 
With more prompting from Kathy we decided to test the Salon waters, and then we 
really started appreciating the creativity and skills that had to be developed and 
honed for the honour of a rare acceptance.  



The best aspect of belonging to HCPS was the willingness of experienced members to 
help others learn and grow in this very absorbing art. We had fun running a few 
courses for beginners on editing software and principles of photography, and later on 
HDR. I will never forget my shock at realising that one of the gurus of avian and 
wildlife photography was at one such beginners' course!  

I had visions of discreetly exiting stage left 
in embarrassment, but Jacques Sellschop 
was as complimentary as ever, and shortly 
thereafter became a much valued club 
member and a seemingly unlimited source 
of Proper English, knowledge, amazing 
stories, and not least of all immensely 
inspirational photography.  
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The one tier that I found daunting and very challenging (and yet exciting) and which 
held one of the keys to improvement was judging. After two courses led by Tom Prins, 
amongst a bunch of novice judges we were set loose upon the unsuspecting 
members. We followed up with the PSSA Judging Accreditation Program two day intro 
course, which was probably the best investment in helping develop a better 
appreciation of the wide range of photography genres, the new 15 point scoring 
system and image assessment and commenting. I can now say that judging is actually 
not that hard, but to become proficient in fluent and constructive commentary is the 
toughest challenge!  

Becoming PSSA members has been very 
beneficial, from attending presentations, 
hands on workshops, and most of all being 
part of a group of very talented and 
inspirational group of local and 
international photographers. We are truly 
looking forward to our third National 
Congress in August 2015 in Swellendam.    

We all yearn to find our photographic 'niche', and it can be very elusive. Five years on, 
this voyage has taught me to appreciate all genres, but the one I connect with and feel 
most comfortable in is landscape photography. Desert scenes can be extremely stark 
and desolate but often contain such depths of colour, hues, contrast and scale that we 
are subtly drawn to their stark beauty. 



Seascapes can convey differing moods, from peaceful and soft to wild chaotic scenes 
that combine wind, waves and threatening skies. Mountain scapes can be very 
dramatic to very soft and peaceful, often the weather and light will make the 
difference. Whatever the scene I always try to emphasize aspects such as simplicity, 
space, contrast, detail, texture, depth  and colour. For me these scenes are usually 
best portrayed in the so called 'golden hours'.   
Natural light is always a challenging medium - the eye sees so much more than the 
camera - but it is most rewarding when the elements come together to depict the 
abundant beauty of our environment. Lightroom and Photomatix Pro are my tools of 
trade, shot with a crop frame camera and a couple of basic lenses, the 10-20mm wide 
angle being a favourite. Hand-held bracketed images are combined to render more 
depth, contrast and exposure range, ostensibly in line with what the eye saw and the 
memory fondly recalls.  

Since retiring in 2010, Joy and I have been very privileged to have travelled fairly 
extensively, and photography has widened our horizons significantly. We have met 
some truly inspiring folk and seen and done things that you could never achieve at 
home. Time has provided the opportunity to reconnect to an older, deeper, almost 
forgotten passion. Getting out into the world with a camera has virtually given me a 
new purpose in life. It connects me more deeply with our amazing animals, fragile 
environment and with people who always make the experience very special. Because 
of this I believe I have learnt to see and appreciate things in more depth and detail. I 
spend longer looking from different perspectives and deciding how I could best relate 
to the subject and the conditions. Although I don’t always achieve exactly what I set 
out to, I always seem to return with a feeling of reward, exhilaration or surprise, and 
it's always special. 

The future? Hopefully lots more of 
the same. 2015 is the year for a 
focussed effort to attempt PSSA 
honours, including the daunting 
process of a panel submission - for 
me the biggest hurdle yet!  
One thing that I have learnt over 
everything else is that patience is the 
photographer's virtue, and one has to 
try to be constantly ready for that one 
special moment when the magic can 
and does happen.  

Dave Mullin           
          10 Feb 2015  



Best Images for February 2015 

1 Star 
Thunder Clouds 
by Laura Oppel 

2 Star  
Sunlit Aloe  

by Tim Gould 3 Star  

Best Junior Image 
Sepia Sailor  
by Ian Taylor 
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Camera details: Nikon D3200, ISO 200, exposure 1/200sec, F11 and focal length 19mm. 
This specific shot was taken on a road trip with my parents down to Lady Grey, where we 
would stop on the roadside, once safe to do so at every photo opportunity. Unfortunately, 
the weather wasn't in our favor- dull, overcast and rainy throughout the day. It wasn't 
until late that afternoon, the clouds started to break, with the sun streaming through that 
we got to experience the majestic colours and beauty of the lands. 

Camera Details : Nikon 7000 F5.6 ISO 400 EXP 1/2500  
Exp Bias -5  
  
Late afternoon found these Aloes flowering with a dark 
rock wall behind. 
waited for the sun to light up the flowers.  
  

Camera details: Nikon D800 with Nikon 70-200 f2.8 lens. 
Settings: 1/640sec at f5.6, ISO 280. 
  
Saw this chap riding his bicycle at the Hout Bay Harbour 
area. Stopped him and asked if I could take his photo. 
Decided a conversion to B/W would do justice to it. 
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Camera Details: Canon 5D III 
F – Stop : F9 
 Shutter Speed: 1/200 
 
This tiny weevil was 
photographed in my garden 
using a Canon 100mm Macro 
Lens and off camera flash. 

Camera details – Nikon D7100, lens Sigma 10-20mm @ 10mm, F8, 1/400 sec, ISO 640. 
 
We had anticipated a serene sunset over the mountains, but a cold front came through 
with wind, rain and heavy cloud. As there was a very large variance in the ambient light, I 
decided to try a hand held exposure bracketed set of three images, -2, 0, +2 EV. Basic 
editing done in Lightroom 5, then 3 images exported to Photomatix Pro. Re-imported into 
LR5 to fine tune – using radial filters, (see Joe Houghton’s videos at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc9IY5xy2k7G8C9Xkofme1g).  
 
Image taken from Mountain Splendour  Caravan Park in the Champagne Castle valley. 

5 Star  

Best Senior Image 
Mountain Splendour by  
Dave Mullin 

4 Star 
Walking the Tightrope  

By Nerissa Naidoo 

Congratulations and well done to all our authors… 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc9IY5xy2k7G8C9Xkofme1g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc9IY5xy2k7G8C9Xkofme1g


                               
Low angle photography can be 

achieved by positioning the 

camera on a vertical axis, below 

the eye-line, in such a manner 

that you need to look up to take 

the shot. 

                                      

Psychologically, the effect of a 

low angle shot is that it usually 

makes the subject look strong 

and powerful.            

Sometimes the effect of the angle 

causes distortion, adding visual 

interest (above). 

Usually the subject appears to be 

separated from the background 

and increases in size, as an 

optical illusion. 
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Low Angle Photography  
Set Subject – March 2015 

By Kathy Kay 



Photographing parallel lines that 

run from the foreground and 

converge into the distance from a 

low angle creates a strong 

statement and causes an 

extreme perspective with very 

strong lead-in lines. 

                                    

A low angle is ideal for capturing 

shadows and reflections as well 

as silhouettes. 

                        

Remember that usually, the reason for the low angle is the desire 

to add drama or impact to your image. 

So, use your imagination and capture some unusual images! 

Have fun! 
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Shooting up into subjects 

such as trees can result in 

artistic images because of 

the distortion created and the 

light shining through the 

trees. 
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A Little Lesson for Beginners….  

A Brief Reference of F-Stops, Shutter 
Speed and ISO and  

how they Impact on your images… 

Editors Tip: Print on board and keep handy in 
your camera bag for a quick reference. 
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Birthdays for February: 
Hans Hugo   - 1st 
Antoinette Kirton  - 13th 
Mareli Malan -  13th 
Dahleen Sookdew – 13th 
Martin Rautenbach  - 18th 

Member Matters 

Hoping that each of you enjoyed your birthday thoroughly . Wish you all  a 
wonderful and successful year ahead. 

SALON ACCEPTANCES:   
Congratulations  to all members  who received Salon Achievements.  Please send an 
email copy of your achievements to Akash Basday (akash@basday.com) and Tom Prins 
(tomprins47@gmail.com 
  
Note: Any image receiving multiple salon acceptances will only count a maximum of 
three Salon acceptances at club level (irrespective of what was done to it). 
Administrators will rely on the integrity of members in this regard, but spot checks will  
be done.  

PSSA CLUB WINNING PICTURES – JANUARY 2015 
  
How does this competition work? 
For the Club Winning Picture of the month a club representative submits the club 
winners for Junior and Senior sections via Photovault.  
 
The winning images are available for you to view on the PSSA website www.pssa.co.za  

CONDOLENCES:  
The Committee and Members  extend their condolences to Akash and his family  on 
the loss of his dad. May you find comfort and peace as you go through this trying 
time. 
  

mailto:akash@basday.com
mailto:tomprins47@gmail.com
http://www.pssa.co.za/
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11 

52 

45 

4 1 

Merit

Gold

Silver

Bronze

Incorrect Category

CLUB STATISTICS  - FEBRUARY 2015 

Month Medium Topic 

February  BW Reflections 

March Colour Low Angle 

April BW Table Top/Still Life 

May Colour Propaganda Poster (Cash price available – contact 

Ari & Piet) 

June BW Mood & Emotion 

July Colour Silhouette 

August BW Architecture 

September Colour Weathered (subject must be affected by the 

weather) 

October BlW Shadows 

November Colour Liquid in a glass 

December Colour Holiday spirit 

SET SUBJECTS:  2015  
 

CLUB SUBMISSIONS 
 
Upload your images to Photovault no later than the last Sunday of each 
month.  
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SALONS:  
More info at www.pssa.co.za and www.photovaultonline.co.za )  

  

 

2015.03.07 - Kathu Salon 2015.07.15 - PSSA AV Salon

2015.03.14 - Sandton Salon 2015.07.18 - Bosveld Salon

2015.03.28 - Noord Natal Salon 2015.08.15 - Boksburg Salon

2015.04.11 - Vereeniging Salon 2015.08.22 - Bloemfontein Salon

2015.04.18 - PSSA International Salon 2015.08.29 - Westville Salon

2015.05.09 - West Rand Salon 2015.09.05 - Tygerberg Salon

2015.05.16 - Paarl Salon 2015.09.19 - Durban Salon

2015.05.23 - Edenvale Salon 2015.10.03 - Middelburg Salon

2015.05.30 - Midrand & Centurion Circuit 2015.10.17 - Beachcombers Salon

2015.06.06 - Tafelberg Salon 2015.10.24 - Cape Town Salon

2015.06.20 - MFFC Salon 2015.11.07 - Krugersdorp Salon

2015.06.27 - CCJ Salon 2015.11.21 - Southern Suburbs Salon

2015.07.11 - Randburg Salon 2015.11.28 - Laeveld Salon

http://www.pssa.co.za/
http://www.photovaultonline.co.za/
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
  
Chairman - Kathy Kay   082 820 0868          kathykay@lantic.net 
Vice Chairman -Ari du Toit  072 468 5450               bluepond@vodamail.co.za  
Print Steward -Tom Prins  082 898 3990       tomprins47@gmail.com 
PRO/Sect. - Nerissa Naidoo      082 781 1292             nerissa@stmikes.co.za 
Treasurer  - Daryl Benecke 072 591 2768       darylb@telkomsa.net  
TOPS Admin - Akash Basday 082 572 5593          akash@basday.com 

“Photography is not about cameras, 
gadgets and gismos.  

Photography is about photographers.  
A Camera didn’t make a great picture 
any more than a typewriter wrote a 

great novel” – Peter Adams 

INFORMAL SPONSERS 
  
Thank you very much to the following sponsors:  
  
Photo Freedom (Shelly Centre) – Thank you Karen for kindly arranging the display 
of the monthly star winners’ images in the shop window.  We really appreciate 
being able to receive the images after they were displayed.  
 South Coast Herald (Look Local) – Shenda for placing our monthly merit and star 
winning images on your Facebook page so diligently . 
 South Coast Style - Gaby for displaying our images on your Facebook page 
monthly. This is really a big, big bonus for our members. 

file:///D:/Kathy handover/kathykay@lantic.net
mailto:bluepond@vodamail.co.za
mailto:tomprins47@gmail.com
mailto:nerissa@stmikes.co.za
mailto:darylb@telkomsa.net
mailto:akash@basday.com

