
MAY 2020 – SET SUBJECT – FLOWERS 
    By Kathy Kay 
 
Dear members 
 
The current situation we find ourselves in (lock down), has resulted in many 
members not being able to pursue their chosen field in photography. However, 
this could be an ideal opportunity for members to practice flower 
photography. 
 
I am hoping that the majority of you have access to a garden and that you will 
be amazed at the array of photographic opportunities available. 
 

    
 
Firstly, remember to try to source a ‘perfect’ specimen. Don’t waste your time 
on damaged or wilted flowers. 
 

 
 
Secondly, it is usually best to isolate your subject, so be aware of your 
background. Make sure you have no distracting elements. As this is an open 
category, you may if necessary, place your own background behind your 



subject. I often use a large wild banana leaf for this purpose and this results in 
a wonderful green, muted background. You can also use a peg or clamp to 
move any vegetation out of the way. 
 
Change your perspective and shoot from different angles i.e. from above, or 
lying on the ground and shooting up. 
 
Get up close and if necessary, block the wind. 
 

 
 
There is no need to only photograph outside. Set up your equipment inside 
and ensure you control the composition, lighting and focus. I use black velvet 
material when I need a black background, and white paper for any high key or 
light backgrounds. 
 

 
 



Play around with your f stop. Decide if you want a very shallow depth of field 
(f2.8)or deep dof (f18). 
 

 
 
Use a tripod. This way you ensure pin sharp images, a low ISO and shutter 
speeds as low as required. 
 
Make use of the natural light from a nearby window, or use artificial light. 
 
Be an artist. 
 

 
 
Keep safe and have fun 
Kathy 
 


